EXCAVATORS AND DERRICKS. EXCAVATORS.
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These are a special type of portable steam crane used for digging soil. They are more often termed steam navvys. They are either special machines, designed for excavating only, or they are cranes from which the excavating apparatus is readily detachable. Excavators are balance cranes, with derricking jibs, and the bucket is hinged, and operated by the engines.
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DERRICKS.
Portable derricks are rather unusual. They are clumsy and costly. Either each guy leg and the mast have to be carried on separate trucks, or a very large truck has to be made to receive them. As the guys cannot be anchored to the ground with sleepers, a large amount of ballast is necessary. The truck is propelled by the same engines that hoist the load. Floating derricks are sometimes built for special service.